NEWS & VIEWS

A SIKH ROLE MODEL

MANMOHAN SINGH

The Blue-Turbaned Revolutionary

It is often discussed in Sikh circle that it is hard to find a Sikh Role Model for the young Sikh generation of the Modern Age. Where can one find a Sikh Role Model? Well! First Ms Sonia Gandhi, Leader of Ruling Party of India, discovered it, then it was found by Mr Amartya Sen. Finally, it has been confirmed by the TIME. According to the TIME Dr Manmohan Singh is one of the top 22 Leaders and Revolutionaries of the world. This list of 22 includes George Bush, and Bill Clinton and others [The Lives and ideas of the world’s 100 most influential people. TIME (Canadian Edition), April 18, 2005, p 40-41.]

Amartya Sen says in his book, The Argumentative Indians (to be published in June, 2005):

“Can an astute economist, a famous professor and a superb civil servant also be an outstanding Prime Minister? Can someone without a political base be secure as the head of a democratic government? Can a country in which more than 80% of the people are Hindus be comfortable with a blue-turbaned Sikh Prime Minister in addition to a Muslim President and a Christian leader of the ruling party? If the answer to all those questions is yes (as seems plausible enough), that says something not only about the nature of India but also Manmohan Singh’s deep humanity and breadth of vision, which inspire widespread confidence.

As Finance Minister in the early–to mid-‘90s, Singh, 72, was the pioneering leader of India’s economic reform, which restrained the all powerful Indian bureaucrat, and sought – and found – a significant place for India in the global economy. And yet, given the asymmetric sharing of the fruits of expansion, the subsequent government’s proud but insensitive slogan, “India shining” was a peculiarly divisive theme. Who better, then, than the architect of the pro-market reforms to take the country’s reins and emphasize the need for a less unequal distribution, and the urgency of supplementing a flourishing market economy by strengthening social services and the societal infrastructure. 

The man in the blue turban, despite his great success, has remained approachable and ready to listen and instinctively sympathetic to the underdogs of society.”

On May 20, 2004 I declared ON Sikh Diaspora Discussion Group as follows on his appointment as Prime Minister of India:

“The recent decision of Sonia Gandhi to decline the post of Prime Minister and offering it to Dr Manmohan Singh is the best for India to re-establish Secularism in its real spirit in India. Her decision will be the first in the history of India where a post of Prime Minister has been refused… However, Ms Sonia Gandhi has recommended Dr Manmohan Singh as the Prime Minister of India entirely on his qualifications and his ability in steering the economy of India. She followed the principle of Nanakian philosophy, "Takht bheh Takhtay layak" AGGS, M 1, p 1039.”

Can you find out if Ms Sonia Gandhi followed Nanakian Philosophy while appointing Dr Manmohan Singh as the Prime Minister?

Can you realize that Dr Manmohan Singh followed the Nanakian Philosophy for the welfare of India and its people and establishment of secularism in India in real sense? 

It is apparent that Dr Manmohan Singh followed a few principles of Nanakian Philosophy, embodied in the Gurbani incorporated in the Aad Guru Granth Sahib (AGGS), as quoted here:

Altruism: He used his education for the welfare of the humanity:
ividAw vIcwrI qW praupkwrI ] 

AGGS, M 1, P 356.
Nanak Says:
That education is worth that is applied to the welfare of the humanity.

Truthful Living: He is living his life on truth.

schu ErY sBu ko aupir scu Awcwru]

AGGS, M 1, p 62. [1]
Although truth is higher but truthful living is higher of all.

Equality: He considers everybody equal without considering caste, color, and social status, sex, etc. 

sBu ko aucw AwKIeY nIcu n dIsY koie ]

ieknY BWfy swijAY ieku cwxuu iqhu loie ]
AGGS, M1, p 62

Call everyone high; none appears to be low;

Everyone has been moulded from the same matter;

And the same source of light shines in all.

PkV jwqI PkVu nwau] sBnw jIAw iekw Cwau] 
AGGS, M 1, P 83.

One should not be considered as high or low on one’s caste since God created everyone equal.
Humility: He is humble down to the earth.  

imTqu nIvI nwnkw gux cMigAweIAw qqu]

AGGS, M 1, p 470.

Humility is the gist of all the virtues.

mMdw iksy n AwKIAY piV Akru eyho buJIAY ]
murKY nwil n luJIAY]

AGGS, M 1, p 473.

Don’t speak evil of others, it was realized after reading the word (Nanakian Philosophy).
And do not argue with fool.   

Honest Earning and Sharing with Other: He is the most honest person in the Government of India and there is no ecvidence of corruption of any sort.

Gwil Kwie ikCu hQhu dyih ]
nwnk rwhu pCwxih syie ]

AGGS, M 1, P 1284.
"Nanak Says: 
"The one, who earns with his sweat of brow and shares some of his earning with others, has recognized the real path of life." 
IS HE NOT THE SIKH ROLE MODEL FOR THE SIKH YOUNGER GENRATION?

SHOULD NOT THE OTHER SIKH RELIGIOUS AND POLITICAL LEADERS START PRACTICING NANAKIAN PHILOSOPHY AND FOLLOW MANMOHAN SINGH AS A ROLE MODEL?
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